
 
Dear SMCS Families, 
 
I hope you and your families are safe and well. Please know that your families continue to be in the 
thoughts and prayers of all SMCS staff members. 
 
We have been working hard to plan for distance learning which will begin on Tuesday, March 24 and 
will run through the duration of our shutdown. We have created a “Continuity of Learning Plan” that is 
attached to this email. This plan outlines the roles and responsibilities of the SMCS staff as well as the 
roles and responsibilities of SMCS families as we continue to be partners in the education of your 
children. 
 
Mr. Wetzel and Ms. Parrish will be in touch on Monday, March 23 with the details of those plans and 
what they will look like in both Lower and Upper School. While we can’t replace the experience of 
school—especially one as special as SMCS—we will do our best to ensure that our students continue 
to gain new academic skills and insights in the coming weeks. 
 
I know that this extended closure will cause many emotions and hardships. I am keeping you all in my 
thoughts and prayers, especially our many families who are on the front lines trying to keep us healthy 
and safe. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to any staff member.  
I’d like to end this letter with a prayer for this difficult time.  
 
Blessings, 
Dr. Cox 
 

Prayer for a Pandemic 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close remember those who 
have no options.  

May we who have to cancel our trips remember those that have no safe place to go.  
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember those who 

have no margin at all. 
May we who have settled in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us find ways to be 

the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
Amen 


